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1.0 General Information for Parents and Educators

1.1 Background

The Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program (MCAP) will provide students, parents, educators
and the community with better student information at a faster pace. The goal remains the same: to
gather information that helps Maryland schools strengthen our instruction and improve student
performance so that our graduates are ready to move into the workforce or a postsecondary institution.

1.2 MCAP ELA/L and Mathematics Assessments
The primary purpose of MCAP is to provide high-quality assessments to measure students’ progress
toward college and career readiness.

The MCAP ELA/L and Mathematics assessments were administered in either computer-based or paper-
based format. English Language Arts/literacy (ELA/L) assessments focused on writing effectively when
analyzing text. Mathematics assessments focused on applying skills and concepts, understanding
multi-step problems that require abstract reasoning, and modeling real-world problems with precision,
perseverance, and strategic use of tools. In both content areas, students also demonstrated their
acquired skills and knowledge by answering selected-response items, technology-enhanced items, and
constructed response items.

1.3 Confidentiality of Reporting Results

Individual student performance results on the MCAP are confidential and may be released only in
accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (20 U.S.C. Section 1232g).
Aggregated student performance data are made available to the public and do not contain the names
of individual students or teachers.

1.4 Purpose of this Guide

This guide provides information on the Individual Student Reports (ISR), school reports, and Local
Education Agency (LEA) reports provided for MCAP results. Section 2.0, which outlines and explains
elements of the ISR, may be shared with parents. This section will help parents understand their child’s
test results. Section 3.0 outlines and explains elements of the school and LEA reports. Individual state
policies and calculations for accountability reporting may differ from the policies and calculations used
for assessment reports.

Sample reports included in this guide are for illustration purposes only. They are provided to show the
basic layout of the reports and the information they provide. Sample reports do not include actual data
from any test administration.
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2.0 Understanding the MCAP Individual Student Report (ISR)

2.1 Types of Scores on the MCAP ISR

Student performance on the MCAP ELA/L and Mathematics assessment is described on the Individual
Student Report using scale scores, performance levels, and subclaim performance indicators. State, LEA,
and school average results are included in relevant sections of the report to help parents understand
how their child’s performance compares to that of other students. In some instances, a note will appear
in place of average results for a school and/or LEA. This indicates that there are too few students to
maintain student privacy and therefore results are not reported.

2.1.1 Scale Score

A scale score is a numerical value that summarizes student performance. Not all students respond to
the same set of test items, so each student’s raw score (actual points earned on test items) is adjusted
for the slight differences in difficulty among the various forms and administrations of the test. The
resulting scale score allows for an accurate comparison across test forms and administration years
within a grade. For example, a student who earns an overall scale score of 750 on one form of grade 5 ELA/L
assessment would be expected to earn an overall score of 750 on any other form of grade 5 ELA/L assessment.
Furthermore, the student’s overall scale score and level of mastery of concepts and skills would be
comparable to a student who took the same assessment the previous year or the following year.

2.1.2 Performance Level

Each performance level is a broad, categorical level defined by a student’s overall scale score and is
used to report overall student performance by describing how well students demonstrate proficiency
for their grade level/course. Each performance level is defined by a range of overall scale scores for
the assessment. There are four performance levels for the MCAP:

Level 4: Distinguished Learner
Level 3: Proficient Learner
Level 2: Developing Learner
Level 1: Beginning Learner

Students performing at levels 3 and 4 have demonstrated proficiency in the assessed content,
readiness for the next grade level/course, and ultimately, are likely on track for college and careers.
Additional information pertaining to the test performance levels can be found in Appendix A.

Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) describe the knowledge, skills, and practices which students
should know and be able to demonstrate at each performance level in each content area.

2.1.3 Subclaim Performance Indicators

Subclaim performance indicators for the MCAP assessments are reported using graphical
representations that indicate how the student performed relative to the overall performance of
students who demonstrated proficiency in the content area.
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2.1.4 Sample ISR (ELA/L)

RSTNAME M. LASTNAME

Date of Birth: 10/22/200% 10: ELOB040013 Grade: 8

Local Education Agency [LEA): SAMPLE DISTRICT MAME

SAMPLE SCHOOL OME MAME

Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Pragram MARYLAND

GRADE 8 ELASL SPRING 2024

English Language Arts/Literacy Assessment Report, 2023-2024

-*- Demonstratiop Powered by OpenText Exstream 08/30/2023, Version ]éillg-i_hit *

This report shows the level of proficiency attained by FIRSTMAME on the MCAP Assessment. The results from this
summative assessment are a snapshot of your child's progress towards meeting the Maryland College and Career
Readiness expectations. These results should be used with schoal and district level assessments to gauge your
child's progress towards proficiency in English Language Arts/Literacy.

How Can You Use This Report? e
Azk your child's teachers:

» What do you see as my child's academic strengths and areas for improvement?

s How will you use these test results to provide remediation or enrichment to my child during this academic year?
* How can | work with my child to support your efforts in improving my child's academic performance?

MCAP Resources
Maryland's College and Career Ready Standards -

https:/fwww.mardandpublicschools org/programs/Fages/ELAfstandards . aspx

MCAF English Language Arts/Literacy Practice Tests - https:/fsupport. mdassessments.comJpractice-testsfenglishs

How Did FIRSTNAME Perform Overall?

Performance Level 3 G Il Level 4 Distinguished Learner

The MCAP Parfor, avel Dexeriptors (PLDs) provide high-lael descriptions of o sludent's . S Pk e
amance L L escripbians of a =

abiity to apply the krowedge and skills defined by the Moryland Gartent Stardards for Enghish B Level 2 Developing Learner
Longuage Arts ([ELA). See side two of this repart for specific informatian an your chid's Level 1 Beginning Learner
performance in the oreo of Engish Languoge Aritw/Literosy.

Your child's score

G 789

‘551'-‘ Level 1 725 Level 2 750 Level 3 TEE Lewel 4 BS

Schaal Average How Students in MEI"_',I"EII"Id Performed
I s
LEA Average
N ::
State Average
I 71 -
24% 18% 24% 33%
 EE—— loall Loz Lewd  Leid
B50 725 a0 TEE B350 Percentage of students at each performance level

The charts above allow you to compare your child's level of performance to other students who took the same
assessment across the school, district, and state.

Fage 1d2 QEA02023- 502 SE00NED- -55.7777-5-55-8888 - 0000000
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=E stration Powered by OpenText Exstream 08/30/2023, Version 16.6.31 64-bdpsTname M. LASTNAME
M AP How Did Your Child Perform in Reading and Writing?

iy g o 4 e g

READING

H

40

Your child's score
65

Met Profickency
School Average
40
LEA Average
40

I
State .lweriie
45

() READING LITERARY

Waur child performed about the sarne & ather Beginning
o Leamers wha did not yet dermorstrate proficendy in their

performance an this standards-afigned assessment.
Students demonstrate proficiency by showing they can resd
and analyze fiction, drarma, and poetry.

READIMNG INFORMATIOMAL

our child performed about the sarme 2 other Developing
Learners wha demarstrated partial proficiency in thedr
performance an this standards-algned assessment.
Students demonstrate praficiency by shawing they can read
and analyze nonfiction, histary, scence, and the arts.

WRITING
Your child's score
25

o I R -

Met Profickency
School Average
[ F
LEA Average
I -
State Average
n

G WRITTEM EXPRESSION

Your child perfarmed about the same az other Developing
Learners who demonstrated partial proficiency in their
parformance on this standards-aligned sssessment. Students
demarstrate proficency by showing they can compose
wiell=devel aped writing, using details fram what they have
read.

O WRITTEM CONVENTIONS

Yauwr child parformed about the came as other Beginning
Learners who did not yet demonstrate proficiency in their
performance on this standards-aligned assessment. Students
demarstrate proficency by showing knowledge of conventions
and ather mportant elements of language.

@ vocasuLary
Your child performed about the ther Profici e
aur pe a the sarme as other ent or .
Eive ik At pri & ?uurﬁjﬁgmed about the same as:
advanced proficiency in their performance an this . &r Proficient G Deweloping Beginnimg
standards-aligned assecsment. Students dermnanstrate L L S
proficiency by showing they can use cantext bo determine
what wards and phrases mean.

1§ D Language Ari teracy Performan pyel Descriptors (PLD

G Mare information an the PLDS can be found ar hpsdfmardandpublicschools.orglaboun/Pages/DaAI T/ AssessmentiW CAPYELAL aspx

Level 4 Distinguished Learners: Distingrished learners demonstrote sdvorced praficisncy in their parformance on this standards-aligned
assegsment. Students performing at the distinguished level may need support with exploring advanced |earning apportunities related to
understanding and analyrng above-grade-lesel literary and infarmational text, showing understanding of the text when referring to detaiks in
the text and when supparting inferenoss drawn fraom the text, and using context o determing the meaning of wards and phrases.

Level 3 Proficient Learners: Proficient learners demonstrote proficiency in their pedormancs on this standands-sligned assessment.
Students performing at the proficient level may need additional practice with understanding and analyzing grade-level terary and informational
text, showing understanding of the text when referring 1o details in the text and when supporting inferences drawn fram the test, and using
cartext (o determine the meaning of words and phrases.

Level 2 Developing Learners: Develaping fearners demarstrate portiol profidency in their performance on this standards-aligned
assessrment. Students perfoarming at the developing level may need additional reinforcament, pracice, and support with understanding and
analyring grade-leve| liberary and infarmational téxt, showing understanding of the text when referring bo details in the test and when
supparting inferentes drawn fram the testt, and using cantext 1o determine the meaning of wards and phrases.

Level 1 Beginning Learners: Seginming larners do nod ye! demonstrole proficiency in ther performance on this standards-aligred
assegsrment. Students performing at the beginning level may need addtaonal madeling, reinfarcerment, and rmore saplicit practce with
understanding and analyzing grade-evel literany and informational text, showing understanding of the text when referring to details in the test
and when supparting inferences drawn from the text, and wsing context to determine the meaning of words and phrases.

Page 2002
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2.1.5 Sample ISR (Mathematics)

-* Demmst Powered by OpenText Exstream 08/30/2023, Version 166 31 64-bit -=-
FIRSTNAME M. LASTNAME

Date of Birth: 12/31/2009 ID: MADSD40042 Grade: 8
Local Education Agency (LEA): SAMPLE DISTRICT MAME
SAMPLE SCHOOL ONE NAME

Hﬂhﬂﬂ (-’l.'llllﬂ L T # F""Ul."'&"ﬂ MARYMMD
GRADE 8 MATHEMATICS SPRING 2024

Mathematics Assessment Report, 2023-2024

This report shows the level of proficiency attained by FIRSTNAME on the MCAP Assessment. The results from this

summative assessment reflect a snapshot of your child's progress towards meeting the Mardand College and
Career Readiness expectations. These results should be used with school and district level assessments to gauge
your child's progress towards proficiency in mathematics.

How Can You Use This Report? e
Ask your child's teachers:

« What do you see as my child's academic strengths and areas for improvement?

# How will you use these test results to provide remediation or enrichment to my child during this academic year?
s How can | work with my child to suppaort your efforts in improving my childs academic performance?

MCAP Resources
Maryland's College and Career Ready Standards -
https=f/marylandpublicschools.orgfaboutfFages/DCAAMath/MOCRSM. aspe.

MCAP Mathematics Practice Tests - https:./fsupport. mdassessments.com/practice-testsfmath

How Did FIRSTNAME Perform QOverall?

Performance Level 1 e [ Level 4 Distinguished Learner
. Level 3 Proficient Learner

The MCAP Performaonce Level Deicripfors (PLDs) provide fagielevel descriptions of a student's i

ability b aoply the knowledge ond skils defined by the Mondond Cantent Starndoreds far !L‘mznmmnﬂ Learner
Mithrernamtics. See sidde two of this repart for specific information on yaur childs performance in - | Level 1 Beginning Learner
tfre area of mothematics.

Your child's score
c) 722

v

IE“ Level 1 = Level 2 - Level 3 o Level 4 BS0
School Average G How Students in Maryland Performed
I
LEA Average @
T46
State Average
— .
21%
- - I T otttz eets o
650 725 TED 775 50 Percentage of students at each performance level

The charts above allaw you to compare your child's level of perfarmance to other students who took the same
assessment across the school, district, and state.

Page 1ol 2 OR300 335 -2 000000 0 B8 B 777 7-5-E 58858 - D000000
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tion Powered by OpenText Exstream 08/30/2023, Version 16.6.31 64-hifeSruaME M. LASTNAME
AP How Did Your Child Perform in Areas of Mathematics?

i Maci s Frigrn

@ content

Your child performed about the same as other
Proficient or Distinguished Learners who
demonstrated profidency or advanced proficency of
the grade level content. Students demonsirate
proficiency of the grade level content by soling
problems irsobding comcepteal understanding,
procedural knowledge, and application of numkber
Systams, expressions and equations, functons,

@ REASONING

‘Your child performed about the same as other
Developing Learners who demonstrated partial
proficiency of mathematical reasoning for this course
or grade level. Students demonsirate proficiency of
mathematical reasoning by solving problems and
providing solutions that exhibit an ability to reason
mathernatically based on the course or grade level
Content.

geometry, statistics and probability.

@ woDELNG

Your child performed about the same as other LEGEMND
Proficlent or Distinguished Learners who Your child perfarmed abouwt the same as:
demonstrated profidency or advanced proficdency of Distinguished

Developing Beginning
mathematical medeling for this course or grade lavel, e LEarrrs Learmers

Students demonstrate understanding of mathematical S
modeling by solving problems and providing solutions

that exhibit the akdlity to apply the modeling process

based on the course or grade level content.

Mathematics Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs)
More infarmation on the PLDs can ke found at hitpssYmaryandpublicechools.orglabout/Pages/DAAIT A esement MO AP ath. aspx

Level 4 Distinguished Learners: Distinguished Learners demonstrate advanced proficlency in solving cormplex problems
imvohdng the number systern, equations or expresshons, functbons, geometry, statistics, and probabllity, and demonstrates an
ability v connec multiple grade-level concepts to conceptualize and apply mathematics to moded, reason through, and solve
problems effidently, and relate mathematics to the real world. The students are well prepared for the next grade level or
course and are well prepared for college and career readiness.

Level 3 Proficient Learmers: Proficlent Learners demonstrate proficlency in solving problems imvolving the number system,
equations or expressions, functons, geometry, statistics, and probability, and demonstrates an ability to conceptualize and
apply mathemarics to madel, reason throwgh, and solve problems efficiently, and relate mathematics 1o the real world. The
stedents are prepared for the next grade level or cowrse and are on track for college and career readiness.

Level 2 Developing Learners: Developing Learners demanstrate partiol proficlency in solving problams imvolving the nuember
system, equations or expressions, functions, geometry, statistics, and probabdlity, and may need some support in
conceptualizing and applying mathematics to model, reason throwgh, and solve problems efficiently, and in relating
mathematics to the real world. The students need additional acadermic support to ensure success in the next grade leval or
course and to be on track for college and career readiness.

Level 1 Beginning Learners: Beginning Learners do not yet demanstrate praficiency In sohing problems involving the number
system, equations or expressions, functions, geametry, statisthes, and probability where the required mathematics ks elther
directly indicated or uses common grade level procedures, and typically needs support in conceptualizing and apglhying
mathematics to model, reason through, and solve problems efficiently, and in relating mathematics to the real world. The
stdents need substantial academic support o e prepared for the next grade level or course and to be on track for college
and career readiness.

Page 2of2
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2.1.6 General Description of Individual Student Reports

A. Identification Information

An Individual Student Report lists the student’s name, date of birth, state student ID, grade level
when assessed, LEA name, school name, and state. The grade level when assessed is also shown in a
box on the left side of the report.

B. Description of Report
The description of the report provides the grade level/course assessed, content area assessed, and
assessment year. It also provides a general overview of the assessment and score report.

C. How to use the Report

This section provides guidance on how parents can use the report to start a discussion with their child’s
teacher(s). It is important for parents and educators to have regular check-ins to ensure students are
learning the necessary skills to stay on track. Parents can use the information in the report to
understand their child’s strengths and needs and to work with educators to identify resources to
support his or her education.

2.1.7 Overall Assessment Scores

D.Overall Scale Score and Performance Level

This section of the report provides the student’s overall scale score and performance level (refer to
Section 2.1). Students receive an overall scale score and based on that score, are placed in one of four
performance levels, with Level 4 indicating the student is a distinguished learner and Level 1 indicating
the student is a beginning learner.

E. Graphical Representation of Overall Performance: Overall Scale Score and PerformanceLevel
This graphic provides an illustration of the four performance levels and where the student’s overall
scale score is positioned along the performance scale. The student’s score is indicated by the black
triangle positioned along the range of overall scale scores that define each performance level. The
ranges of overall scale scores are indicated underneath the graphic. The cut scores on the sample ELA/L
and Mathematics Individual Student Report in this document do not indicate the actual cut scores
found on your child’s report.

F. Average of School, LEA, State

The average overall scale scores of the school, LEA, and state are shown below the overall scale score
and performance level graphic. This allows for comparing a student’s overall scale score to the average
overall scale score of students at the school, LEA, and state level for the same grade level or course.

G. Percentage of Students at Each Performance
This section provides a bar graph showing the percentage of students within the state who performed
at each of the four performance levels.

2.1.8 Performance by Reporting Category

NOTE: For mathematics, reporting categories are not included. For this reason, there are no markers for the
letters H and | on the sample mathematics ISR.

H. Reporting Category
For English language arts/literacy, there are two reporting categories, Reading and Writing, indicated by
a bold heading.
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I. Average of School, LEA, State for each Reporting Category

For the English language arts/literacy ISR, student performance for each reporting category is provided
as a scale score (refer to Section 2.1.1) on a scale different from the overall scale score. For this reason,
the sum of the scale scores will not equal the overall scale score. For reference, this section includes
scale scores for each reporting category, Reading and Writing.

2.1.9 Performance by Subclaim

J. Subclaim Category

Within each reporting category for English language arts/literacy are specific skill sets (subclaims)
students demonstrate on the MCAP ELA/L assessment. Subclaims are provided for mathematics but are
not listed under-reporting categories. Each subclaim category includes the header identifying the
subclaim, an explanatory icon representing the student’s performance, and an explanation of the
student’s level of proficiency with that subclaim.

K. Subclaim Performance Indicators

A student’s subclaim category represents how well the student performed in the subclaim. As with
overall and reporting category scores, a measure of student proficiency for each subclaim is estimated on
a common, underlying measurement scale. Performance in the Level 3-4 range of that scale is
categorized as “Distinguished or Proficient Learners”, performance in the Level 2 range is categorized as
“Developing Learners”, and performance in the Level 1 range is categorized as “Beginning Learners.”

2.1.10 Performance Level Descriptors

L. Performance Level Descriptors (specific to grade/subject)
The report provides the performance level descriptors for the grade level and content area.



